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About the course: 
 
Welcome to your first year of World History at Johnson County High School!  This year, we will 
truly study much of the globe.  We will look at the great civilizations of Europe, Asia, Africa and 
the Americas.  We will do our best to look for areas of similarity amongst these societies as well as 
discovering what made each one unique.  At the same time, you will learn new skills and improve 
on skills you learned in middle school—reading critically, writing analytically and expressing 
yourself and what you have learned in a variety of ways.   
 
Our hope is that you leave this class knowing more about the world and being better equipped to 
succeed as a student at Johnson County High School and beyond.  Many challenges lay ahead—but 
so do many achievements!  Our goal is to both enjoy our time together and to learn from each other. 
 
Some of the key historical periods/units that we will be working with this year include: 

● Roman Empire, Judaism and Christianity 
● The Rise and Spread of Islam 
● The Middle Ages in Europe 
● Ancient Civilizations in India and China 
● African Kingdoms 
● Renaissance and Reformation 
● Early American Civilizations 
● Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment 

 
A course Outline is also attached.  
 
We will look at each society and unit we study from different angles.  What was a society’s 
government like?  Its economy?  Its culture? How did people interact with one another?  While 
doing this, we will try to answer some big questions: 
 

● What components make up a “great” civilization? 
● Why do empires rise and fall? 
● What are the qualities of successful leadership/government? 
● What are the common structures of major religions and belief systems? 
● Why did some parts of the world and their peoples come to dominate others? 

 
 
 



 
 
Class Expectations 
 

In order for this class to function as a learning community, it is essential that we follow certain rules 
for classroom behavior and performance.  Below is a list of expectations, which we may add to after 
discussing them with the class: 
 

● Always come to class on time and prepared!  Being prepared means having the following 
with you EVERY DAY:  history binder, pen or pencil, and completed homework. 

● When it is time for class to start, please be in your own seat and have your homework out 
and ready to be checked. 

● Common courtesy and respect are a requirement of this classroom.  Treat your classmates, 
your classroom and your teacher with respect. 

● Always take notes when we are discussing history-related material (if I write it on the board, 
you should write it down!). 

● Don’t be afraid to ask questions—our goal is to learn from each other. 
● When you are in this classroom, you must give this class your full attention.  Absolutely no 

cell phones, portable electronic devices or doing work from other classes! 
 
Attendance Policy 
 

See Handbook. 
 
If you are absent, you are responsible for making up all work.  It is your responsibility to be sure 
that you have all the assignments you need.   
 
Grading/Assessment 
 

 
Your grade each term is determined by your performance in the following categories: 
 
50% - Tests 
40% - Classwork 
10% - Participation/ Notebooks (being respectful of others, participating appropriately in class 
activities and taking notes). 
 
 Cell Phone Policy 
 
Cell phones are a trick area in the world of education. On the one hand they have evolved into                   
machines with significant computing power, making them potentially great resources in the            
classroom. On the other hand they can become a significant distraction, preventing you from              
achieving your intellectual potential. In light of this, my policy on cell phones is as follows:                
Students shouldn’t have them out unless they need them. If a student is using a cell phone then they                   
should be using them for educational purposes related to my class. If they are using them                
inappropriately (i.e. not for my class) then I will warn them to put their phone away. Continued                 
failure to do so will result in the offending phone being collected and taken to the office. 
 


